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Attached is a translation of an article^ 
pu lished in China (Peking) dealing with a 
statement by General George Keegan, former 
Chief of Air Force Intelligence. The Chinese 
are sympathetic to Keegan's harsh interpreta- 
tion of Soviet objectives and this is their 
way of expressing approval. ' 

t 

2 * Chinese have on occasion referred 

,Sl intelligence estimates of the Soviet S 
Union and have supported those which attribute 
— o the Soviets the most hostile intentions . * 


me e ting wi th the Chinese on 1 5 February i"" 
suggested we could exchange views on the pro- : 
blem of the Soviet Union. To date, the Chi- 
nese have not responded. | 

3. The NSC and State have been informed of 
our convers ations with the Chinese on fl ' 
subject. 


Nationfer 


Attachment : 
Translation 



his 


'--rm 


intelligence 
for China 


icer 
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FORMER U5A.F OFFICER WARNS OF SOVIET WAR THREAT 

Peking NONA Domestic Service in Chine se 1 64 2 _ GMT 27 L 


rT°xt] Pekine 2 7 February- DIE V/ELT of West Germany recently published a talk by 
rental Lr^-e Keegan, Jr., former assistant. Oiief _o£_staff oMn^llAE^.of JHje 

ln l ; he fc f k * Gef ; eral 

— t'— K hS'r-a^-n: EiSTV 7 its frenzied expansion of nuclear and convention- 
STllita^ Lis th, the Soviet Union it thre.ta.lw the Host, Including the united 


cij. ji w *• — -o " r 

States, and that Moscow might unleash a global war. 


Keegan said- "The situation not, facing the West and the United States reminds »e of 
Le situation of the united States and France In 1935 .. .»Mn there were ohvlous signs 
“ate v ,hat Hitler uas doing. _ There uere obvious signs to Indicate that he uas 

considering a certain type of war. " 

Tceetran said- "This situation also applies to the United States today. I know I have 
toS many peopS. Since World War II, $50 to $75 billion (U.S.) have been spent on 
up.et tnnyp P f gigantic intelligence organ to guard against another 

this purpose- the builaing of * £ eye our situation today is not any 

pearl Harbor- type surprise attack on us. Howev - 
better than the situation before the pearl Harbor incident,. 

"This is because, for cultural and psychological reasons we refuse to listen to 
mxs is ucwu ‘ » , imnossibie and therefore we cannot roe 

warnings. We believe thaa nu- indications in Soviet documents, ■ 

the signals and indications. But we can j.iuu - 
books and statements, which are available to everybody. 






Touching on the subject of the balance of strength between the United States and the 
Soviet Union, Keegan said that the "chiefs of staff of the U.S. Armed Forces maintained 
that, the issue of Soviet superiority would only exist sometime in the future. But the 

intelligence that we have seen and analysed makes us believe that the Soviets now have 

the capability to launch the first nuclear attack." 

Keegan said: "The Soviets have expanded their strategic and conventional military strength 
at the expense of raising the living standard of their people. Generally speaking, the 
power of the Soviet combat forces is stronger than that of the armed forces of the free 
world, arid it is particularly stronger than that of the United States." 

Keegan said: "As the trend of the current development indicates, our strength is 

diminishing in comparison with that of the Soviet Union. The Soviets are increasingly 

militant and uncompromising. We will encounter a new series of Angola n incidents.... 

"If the Soviet thrust reaches the point of endangering the passage to Europe or -Japan of 
oil from the Near East, then the United States -would realize that its vital interests 
are threatened. But by that time we will find ourselves in such a situation that tbs 
Soviets will yell at us: 'Any intervention signifies the greatest danger. 1 " 

Keegan emphatically pointed out: "in my view, we must resort to all measures to further 
develop our weapons technology so as to maintain a stable superiority in this respect. But 
I feel what is most dangerous is our psychological condition, which can probably be over- 
come by making public the information held by intelligence organs and by mercilessly 
letting the public face up to this information so that it will exercise its influence on 
government — tne American Government and the governments of other Western countries — and 
make them stop the development of the current situation. " 
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